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Happy New Year! This is a refreshing time because we have a new beginning for our goals and a new 

opportunity to accomplish some things we have not yet been able to do.  Many of you truly want to make a 

new connection or experience a new sense of fulfillment. How do you plan to do that? May I make some 

suggestions? 
 

If you have a calendar or day planner, write a list of 10 goals and keep them visible near, in, or on your 

calendar. Often they are in the categories of personal, financial, and relationships. Consider doing the same 

process in your unit by setting relationship, financial, and program goals. Could your relationship with the 

Marine Corps League Detachments in your area be enhanced by some extra support? Brainstorm some 

ideas on how your unit can do that. Some units hand make and send in early November Marine Corps 

Birthday cards to every detachment member and active duty Marine that they know. Some units are able to 

provide an area Veteran’s hospital with some needs of considerable value through their fundraising efforts. 

Some units have a variety of programs that members who live a distance away can still help with. Maybe 

your unit could start a new program or plan a new and better fundraiser. On our Web site at 

www.nationalmcla.org you will find a section titled Projects and Fundraisers where many ideas and 

contacts are listed. There was a brief list of good program ideas in our December newsletter on the front 

page. Also, we are in need of someone to update our master list of successful programs and fundraisers. If 

you would be willing to do so, you could be a huge help to all of us. E-mail me if you want to help us with 

this. You could do this from your home and just check in with me.  
 

The Mid Winter National Staff Conference is February 12-14, 2009, in Falls Church, VA. Details were in 

the December newsletter. All members are welcome and you can register online at 

http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=169667.YOU have my personal invitation to attend the 

Conference and I look forward to seeing you at the meetings and most especially at our Operation Little 

Angel social on Friday at 7:13 PM. Invite other women who are coming to the conference to attend this 

meeting.  
 

Have you sent in your National Headquarters Project raffle tickets? Put your return address labels on those 

ticket stubs and send them in. They can be personal, friend, unit, or detachment donations. We need your 

help. You can also support us through your contributions to the League’s Card & Label Program that helps 

to fund our Auxiliary and the MCL Foundation.  
 

May your service in 2009 reach further and touch more.  
 

Semper Fidelis, 

Caroline S. Ruhmshottel 
Caroline Ruhmshottel 

E-mail: cruhmshottel@comcast.net 

 

 

http://www.nationalmcla.org/
http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=169667
mailto:cruhmshottel@comcast.net


 

Legislation That Affects Our Members And Our Families 

 

 
Here are some explanations of two pieces of legislation that affect our members and our families. One encourages all 

veterans to express their patriotism and pride by wearing their earned medals during military service. The second 

authorizes Veterans to salute during the national anthem when not in uniform. Our member and National Color 

Bearer, Theresa Sarapata, a proud veteran of the Air Force, provided both of these articles.  

 

Wear Your Medals on Veterans Day 

 

 

The Department of Veterans Affairs calls on all veterans to express their patriotism and pride 

on Veterans Day and other major patriotic holidays through a display of medals earned in 

their military service.  

Show Your Pride  

The Department of Veterans Affairs calls on all veterans to express their patriotism and pride on Veterans Day and 

other major patriotic holidays through a display of medals earned in their military service.  

Join your comrades in public display of your military decorations. Itôs a way to show your community the spirit of 

Americaôs veterans and remind your neighbors of the service and sacrifice of those who guarded democracy.  

As we salute Americaôs heroes on Veterans Day, Memorial Day and the Fourth of July, wear your medals and show 

your pride, whether participating in public observances or relaxing with family and friends. Your medals tell a story 

of service in the cause of freedom that all Americans need to hear. 

Update your military profile with the badges & ribbons you earned through service at this link.Military.com Profile  

Wearing Your Medals 

A Statement of Patriotism The Veterans Pride campaign was launched to promote veterans wearing their military 

medals on Veterans Day, Memorial Day and the Fourth of July. 

Beginning with Veterans Day 2006, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) joined with major veterans service 

organizations to bring veterans together across the country in a symbolic demonstration of unity and patriotism. 

Click on a link below to see the correct order of precedence for each military service's awards. 

¶ Army      

¶ Marine Corps  

¶ Navy   

¶ Coast Guard 

¶ Air Force      

http://www.tioh.hqda.pentagon.mil/Awards/Ribbons/OrderofPrecedence.htm
https://lnweb1.manpower.usmc.mil/manpower/mm/mmma/awardsref.nsf/StoredFile/USMC+Ribbon+Chart/$File/USMC+Ribbon+Chart.doc
http://buperscd.technology.navy.mil/bup_updt/upd_CD/BUPERS/UNIREG/awards.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/g-wp/udc/Ribbon_Checker.htm
http://ask.afpc.randolph.af.mil/awards/default.asp?prods3=152&prods2=2&p


 

A Veteranôs Story 

A veteranôs military medals tell stories of service, sacrifice, bravery and accomplishment. Each story is as unique as 

the veteran who wears those medals. Sharing them with family, friends and the public on Veterans Day allows 

Americaôs veterans to tell their stories to the entire nation and helps teach Americaôs youth the true meaning of 

citizenship and freedom, stories of service 

Replacement Medals 

Medals awarded while in active service are issued by the individual military services if requested by veterans or their 

next of kin. Requests for replacement medals, decorations, and awards should be directed to the branch of the 

military in which the veteran served. However, for Air Force (including Army Air Corps) and Army veterans, the 

National Personnel Records Center verifies awards and forwards requests and verification to appropriate services. 

More information is available at the VA Web site. 

Learn more about military awards, medals, and decorations at Military.com. Shop for military medals, ribbons, 

display cases and more at the Military.com Medals of America webpage. 

FYI  
  
New Law Authorizes Veterans' Salutes during National Anthem 

 

WASHINGTON (Oct. 30, 2008) -- Veterans and active-duty military not in uniform can now render the military-

style hand salute during the playing of the national anthem, thanks to changes in federal law that took effect this 

month. 

 

"The military salute is a unique gesture of respect that marks those who have served in our nation's armed forces," 

said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. Peake. "This provision allows the application of 

that honor in all events involving our nation's flag." 

 

The new provision improves upon a little known change in federal law last year that authorized veterans to 

render the military-style hand salute during the raising, lowering or passing of the flag, but it did not address 

salutes during the national anthem.  Last year's provision also applied to members of the armed forces while 

not in uniform. 

 

Traditionally, members of the nation's veterans service organizations have rendered the hand-salute during the 

national anthem and at events involving the national flag while wearing their organization's official 

head-gear.   

 

The most recent change, authorizing hand-salutes during the national anthem by veterans and out-of-uniform military 

personnel, was sponsored by Sen. Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, an Army veteran.  It was included in the Defense 

Authorization Act of 2009, which President Bush signed on Oct.14.   

 

The earlier provision authorizing hand-salutes for veterans and out-of-uniform military personnel during  

the raising, lowering or passing of the flag, was contained in the National Defense Authorization 

Act of 2008, which took effect Jan. 28, 2008. 

 

 
 

http://www.military.com/History_Content/1,14476,his_vet_ww2|Arthur_Boyd,00.html
http://www1.va.gov/veteranspride/
http://www.military.com/benefits/resources/military-records/military-awards-medals-decorations
http://military.usmedals.com/default.aspx?Affiliate=73104&id_medals=0207MI204011


 



 
 



 Marine Corps League Auxiliary, Inc. 
 

January 2009 

Final Roll Call 
 

 

Carolyn Schroering * 11/25/08 

Kentuckiana Unit, Louisville, KY. 

 

May The God of hope fill you with all the joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 

**************************************************************************************  

Your wonderful prayers were called forth for many of our Marine family members in the past days. Our 

Marine family has been left to mourn the passing of many loved ones. 

 

   Katie Reid, Past Dept. of Florida President lost her father on Thanksgiving Day. 

 

  Debbie Sterling, Life Member of the Herkimer County Unit in NY, lost her mother.  

 

 Gulf Coast Unit MCLA member, Joanne Nash, lost her husband after a lengthy bout with alzhemeizer’s. 

He was an Iwo Jima survivor, all of 17 when he hit the beaches at Iwo. 

 

Nancy Reichenbach, Landis McCleaf PA member, lost her husband, Howard. 

 

Tony Sarlls has been sent home to rest for the days that the Lord has allowed him to be with us. Any further 

treatment would have been too painful. 

 

Keystone Headquarters Unit in PA had two members who required our thoughts and prayers while 

recovering from surgeries. Sharon Pavey and Gerry Bender, who I am sure, are well on their way to good 

health by now. 

 

Kathleen Hodgson, Dept of Il. Member, Central Division, had a mild stroke. The prognosis was very good 

and she should be home resting by now. 

 

In this New Year I would ask for continued prayers for those who are in need of jobs or some kind of 

assurance that things will get back to some kind of normal. 

                                  With a New Year, there is always hope. 

 

One Winter’s night as I slept, I had a dream, and this I dreamt- the spirit of Peace and love came in the form 

of a Dove. As I lay upon my bed, He hovered high above my head> Quietly, laying very still, I prayed with 

all my will. “Please abide within my heart, never let us be apart. Come and keep me company, By God’s 

grace, please enter me.” 

               When I awoke at dawn, the meaning of my dream took form. 

        God’s heavenly gifts from above are earned through prayer and love. 

When God is kept in heart and mind, True love will flow from all mankind. 

 

  Ladies, you send forth powerful prayers when asked. Many thanks. 

Happy New Year, National Chaplain, PNP Barbara Nobile 



NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS  

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY  

8626 Lee Highway, Suite 207 

Fairfax, VA 22031 
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Hoping 2009 brings 

 health and happiness to everyone 
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